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How to share SITES Data with Users 
This document provides instructions on how to share SITES data with interested users. Individual data files 
should not be sent by email, rather the data link for where the data can be found on the SITES Data Portal 
should be shared. Data downloaded directly by the user ensures the use of the most up to date version of the 
dataset, is counted in data download stats and informs on how to acknowledge SITES data use.  
 
How to find the data link 

• Open the SITES Data Portal (https://data.fieldsites.se/portal/) 

• Use the search function(s) to find the dataset(s) you would like to provide users 

o Station and Thematic Program: Useful to narrow down search for specific station/TP 
o Keywords: Useful if you want to select all e.g. “Stream” data or filter down to select datasets 

using multiple keywords, “Stream” & “Discharge. Note, if you have a specific data type in mind 
better to filter by data type or parameter 

o Parameter: Pulls from all data types, e.g. start by typing “Water Temperature” and then use 
other filters to refine the number of datasets. Note, if you filter for multiple parameters all 
datasets with either parameter is included, i.e. number of datasets grows 

o Data type: Useful if you want a specific data type with a specific collection frequency (sub-
hourly vs. daily), e.g. “Stream discharge (sub-)hourly 

• Once you have filtered for the data of interest you can copy and share the URL link to the data set(s) 
o Provide uses URL link to auto-populated filter to all datasets with that filter – See Option 1 
o Provide uses URL link to a specific data set – See Option 2. In the example below, you would 

have to click on the data set “Water balance” in option 1, to bring you to the landing page of 

the specific dataset and this the specific data set URL.  
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Important information to share with data Users 
In addition to sending users the URL link to the data, also include the following information to ensure users 
use the most up to date version of the dataset and acknowledge SITES data use properly.  
 
In addition to sending users the data link, also include the following information 

• SITES data is openly available but must be cited when used – See Box 1 
o Each dataset has a specific citation which is provided on the dataset metadata page  
o Any publication using SITES data must include the following statement in the 

acknowledgement: "This [study/report/dataset/etc.] has been made possible by data provided 
by the Swedish Infrastructure for Ecosystem Science (SITES)." 

• Each data set has a persistent identifier (PID) – See Box 2a 

o The PID will lead you back to the metadata page where you are able to download the data 

object again or check for updates. In the example below, a previous version of the data 

exists (see Box 2b).  

• Each data set has linked “Documentation” – See Box 3 

o Documentation always includes background maps and GIS data for the research station and 

sometimes includes more descriptive documentation (beyond what is provided in the 

header of the data file). In the example below, a description of the discharge measurements 

is provided.  

• Data can be downloaded individually or in batch – See Box 4  

o When downloading data “add to cart” if you want to download multiple dataset batches or 
simply “download” for one specific dataset  

 

 


